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INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Friends of Linda Vista Park is a grassroots, community-based coalition of Linda Vista
residents that was created to identify the neighborhood’s priorities for surplus use of the
Linda Vista Elementary School property.

Since June of 2006, the coalition has actively engaged the neighborhood in an ongoing
dialogue about the property and has established multiple opportunities for local
comment about and suggested ideas for use of the site.

During this time of community engagement, a comprehensive list of ideas and concerns
was created and maintained by members of the Friends of Linda Vista Park Steering
Committee. The list was then sorted into four Categories of Suggested Use:

Category 1: Community Center

Category 2: Educational Institution

Category 3: Neighborhood Serving Commercial
Category 4: Park and Recreation

On Saturday, September 9, 2006, Councilman Steve Madison, The Friends of Linda
Vista Park, School Board Member Ed Honowitz, and Linda Vista neighbors convened at
Fire Station #38 to further the community’s dialogue and create a joint vision for the
Linda Vista Elementary School property. The data and findings generated during this
meeting would then be reported back to the 7-11 Committee during their September 20,
2006, meeting.

The meeting began with an early morning tour of the Linda Vista School site, which
provided everyone with an enriched understanding of the property, its challenges, and
its opportunities.

This tour was followed with a review of the background information about the site and
an opportunity for further questions from the neighborhood, with answers provided by
Councilman Steve Madison, School Board member Ed Honowitz, and members of the
Friends of Linda Vista Park.

A consensus-building process was then used to engage the neighborhood in a
conversation about four proposed categories of use. Through this process, the
neighborhood would then identify the one or two ideas that represented not only the
best thinking of the neighborhood but also its top priorities for use of the site.

These four categories were posted on large foam boards for the neighborhood to review
and consider. Although presented individually, the four categories — and ideas
listed on each — were not exclusive of each other. The consensus-building process
guided the group in making connections between the four posters, and in discussing the
implications and outcomes of each for the neighborhood. Through these conversations,




the neighborhood was able to narrow down the categories to two top priorities. The
information represented on the four posters is listed in Table A below.

Table A: Categories of Suggested Use

Category 1: Community Center

Library expansion
Performing Arts Center
Education classes (e.g., arts, drama, adult education)

Public meeting place for community events and gatherings (Linda Vista
Annandale Homeowners Association Meeting, summer “Movies Under The
Stars,” and lectures)

Indoor gym for sports, drama or dance classes

Category 2: Educational Institution

School
Preschool
Daycare

Category 3: Neighborhood Serving Commercial

Coffee shop

Small corner market (following the model of the Jurgensen’s Market that was in
the neighborhood and closed about ten years ago)

Small sandwich shop
Farmers Market

Category 4: Park and Recreation

Green belt with pathways and oak trees

Neighborhood park (running track, kids’ play area, benches, pathways, and
sports courts)

Formal gardens
Community gardens

During this meeting, residents were also given an opportunity to suggest additional
ideas, some of which included a bookstore, a dog park, an auxiliary police station, and a
voting place. All of these suggestions could be added to the Categories of Suggested
Use listed in Table A above.
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FINDINGS AND NEIGHBORHOOD PRIORITIES

As a result of this consensus-building process, two categories of use naturally emerged
and reflected the top priorities of the neighborhood:

Priority 1. Park and Recreation (with an emphasis on the green belt AND
neighborhood park with amenities for diverse ages and interests —
see Category 4 in Table A)

Priority 2:  Community Center (with an emphasis on a Performing Arts Center,
Education classes, public meeting place and indoor gym, including
possibilities for a small community-serving coffee shop
(implementing a model similar to the Pasadena Central Library’s
coffee area) within the community center — see Category 1 in Table
A)

The Friends of Linda Vista Park believes that both of these neighborhood priorities are
in alignment with the 7-11 Committee’s Guiding Principles, including:

Guiding Principle B:
Consider future uses that are healthy, compatible and support the strengths of
the surrounding neighborhoods. [Priorities 1 and 2]

Guiding Principle C:
Maintain access to public open space. [Priority 1]

Guiding Principle F:
Generate revenue that goes back to public education programs. [Priority 2]

Guiding Principle G:
Maximize existing community resources with an emphasis on partnerships.
[Priorities 1 and 2]

Guiding Principle H:
Be creative and innovative. [Priorities 1 and 2]

CONSIDERATIONS

During the consensus-building process, neighborhood concerns related to the continued
vacancy of and eventual use of the Linda Vista School property surfaced, and remain
important issues of concern held by the community. These concerns were held in
common across each of the four categories of proposed use: parking, safety, traffic,
noise, maintenance and hours of operation.

These concerns are brought to the attention of the 7-11 Committee in this
Recommendations Report so that they can also be considered in their final
recommendations to the Pasadena Unified School District for use of the site.




APPENDIX A:
FRIENDS OF LINDA VISTA PARK — TIMELINE OF ACTIVITIES

In February of 2006, the Pasadena Unified School District (PUSD) Board of Education
(Board) voted to close four elementary schools, including the Linda Vista campus,
because of declining enrollment.

Along with the decision to close campuses, the Board created a 7-11 Committee (so
named because of the requirement that it be composed of no less than seven and no
more than eleven representatives) to advise the Board on the potential sale, lease, or
rent of excess PUSD real property.

The 7-11 Committee began holding public meetings in April with the goal of delivering a
report to the Board that recommends potential uses of surplus space and real property,
including the Linda Vista campus, by the fall of this year. To date, the 7-11 Committee
has held thirteen public meetings, including two community workshops.

With the announcement of the school closures, the Linda Vista-Annandale Association
(LVAA) developed an initial position regarding the future use of the campus. The
LVAA'’s position stated that: 1) the property should remain in public hands; 2) should be
opened up for recreational uses; 3) should be available for long-established uses (such
as the site of the LVAA's annual meeting); and 4) the PUSD should work with the
neighborhood when determining the future of the site.

At the LVAA’s annual meeting in April, residents expressed a desire to start an informal
process to explore potential uses for the campus.

In June, a small group of residents first met at the Linda Vista Library to discuss ways to
collect ideas from the neighborhood regarding possible uses of the campus that could be
communicated to the Board and the Pasadena City Council. This group would
eventually become the Friends of Linda Vista Park.

In an effort to solicit community input, the Friends of Linda Vista Park began planning a
large, community-wide meeting. With the support of Vice-Mayor/Councilman Steve
Madison, the meeting was held in July at the Rose Bowl Press Box. The meeting’s
purpose was to inform residents regarding: 1) the decision to close the school; 2)
PUSD’s process for evaluating the future of the Linda Vista campus; and 3) the existing
relationship between PUSD and the city regarding the Linda Vista campus.

At that meeting, it was decided that the next step should be a second community-wide
meeting to allow residents to view the campus and make specific recommendations
about its future.

The second community-wide meeting was held on September 9, 2006, at Fire Engine
Co. #38. Residents toured the Linda Vista campus and participated in a consensus-
building process to create a joint vision for the future of the school site.
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